REMARKS

Summary of Office Action

Prior to this Reply, claims 1-49 were pending in
the above-identified patent application. Claims 13-17 and
claims 21-49 were withdrawn from consideration. (Applicants
respectfully note that the Office Action Summary attached to
the March 10, 2004 Office Action identified only claims 1-12
and 18-20 as pending and did not indicate that any claims
were withdrawn. Applicants respectfully request that
corrected claim disposition information be included in the
next Office Action.)

Claims 1-12 and 18-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.
§ 102 (b) as being anticipated by Lesh et al. U.S.

Patent 6,152,144 (hereinafter "Lesh").

Applicants' Reply

Reconsideration and allowance of this application
in light of the following remarks are respectfully requested.

Applicants respectfully note that the Examiner has
not returned an initialed copy of a Form PTO-1449 filed on
January 2, 2002. Applicants respectfully request that the
Examiner return such a copy. (A copy of the Form PTO-1449 is

enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner.)
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Claims 2-12 depend, either directly or indirectly,
from claim 1. Applicants have amended claim 1 to include a
membrane tube having a second closed end. In the March 10,
2004 Office Action, the Examiner rejected claim 3, which is
directed to a device comprising a second closed end, over
Lesh. However, the Examiner did not state or sgggest that
Lesh teaches a second closed end. Applicants respectfully
submit that Lesh does not show or suggest a second closed
end. Applicants respectfully submit that a linear feature on
the right side of a device shown in partial section (Lesh,
col. 6, 1ln 49) in Lesh FIG. 7 is not a closed end, but an
elevational view of the right edge of an open-ended
cylindrical sheath (72). Applicants respectfully submit,
therefore, that the amendment of claim 1 overcomes the
Examiner's rejections of claims 1-2 and claims 4-12.
Applicants have canceled claim 3.

Claims 19 and 20 depend directly from claim 18.
Applicants have amended claim 18 to more particularly point
out that the filter element is disposed on the membrane.
Applicants respectfully submit that Lesh does not show or
suggest a filter element disposed on a membrane. Applicants
respectfully submit that the amendment of claim 18 overcomes

the Examiner's rejections of claims 18-20.
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Conclusion

For at least the reasons set forth above,
applicants respectfully submit that this application is in
condition for allowance. Reconsideration and prompt

allowance of this application are respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

v/
Edward M. Arons
Reg. No. 44,511
Agent for Applicants

Asheesh P. Puri

Reg. No. 53,494

Attorney for Applicants

FISH & NEAVE

Customer No. 1473

1251 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10020-1105
Tel.: (212) 596-9000

Fax: (212) 596-9090
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